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The World Council of Churches (WCC) brings together 345 Protestant, 
Orthodox, Anglican, and other churches representing more than 560 million 
Christians in 110 countries and works cooperatively with the Roman Catholic 
Church.
Since the integration of the International Missionary Council (IMC) and 
WCC in New Delhi, 1961, there has been only one official WCC position on mission 
and evangelism under the leadership of Dr. Emilio Castro, from Latin America.
We would like to highlight the following distinctive perspectives on the 
document “Together Towards Life”:
1. The new ecumenical affirmation focuses on the mission of 
the Holy Spirit (Missio Spiritus) as its theological framework 
within the Trinitarian understanding of mission (Missio Dei);
2. The statement affirms that the goal of mission is affirming life 
in all its fullness;
3. Creation and spirituality are the heart of mission. In this 
statement, God’s mission is understood beyond anthropocentric 
goals. God’s mission is not only for the salvation of humanity 
alone but includes the earth and the whole creation;
4. The new affirmation is an ecumenical conviction. Compared 
to the 1982 text, in addition to Protestant thinking about 
mission, Orthodox, Pentecostal, and Roman Catholic mission 
understandings are strongly reinforced. The new landscapes 
of world Christianity are highlighted with the concepts of 
mission from the margins, issues of migration, and economic 
globalization;
The new statement strongly affirms a renewed commitment to evangelism 
in humility and respect. Sharing the news of Jesus Christ is an ultimate concern of 
mission. The text examines how to communicate the gospel in an individualized, 
secularized, and materialized contemporary world.
As the Latin American biblical scholar, Néstor Míguez affirmed: ‘Together 
Towards Life’ (TTL) has given us, on a global scale, the primary message and 
hermeneutic for mission and evangelism for our time, God is for life, and not just 
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survival, but the abundant fullness of life. It is a holistic reading of the good news 
of God in Christ Jesus.”1 
We would like to highlight some of the most important perspectives of the 
document “Together Towards Life” for Latin America and Cuba. 
1. In this document, the proper best way of defining the Missio 
Dei is the triune God’s enduring invitation to “cross frontiers,” 
to “built bridges,” resulting in the church participating 
responsibly in history, culture, in people’s lives, and in the 
created world, in which God constantly dwells. 
    This has been a very important commitment of the Latin 
American Churches during the last decades, to try to find 
peace, unity, and integration among our countries and people. 
The affirmation approved by CELAC (Community of Latin 
America and Caribbean States) in January 2014 in Havana, 
declaring that Latin America is a “Zone of Peace,” and the 
dialogue for more than four years in Cuba to try to end the 
terrible war and deathly situation in Colombia is a sign of 
hope in the world today. 
        For Cuba, suffering for more than 50 years the USA embargo, we 
were crossing frontiers and building bridges with the support 
and caring love of friends and churches here in the States 
and Canada and in many other countries and churches in the 
South, including not only Latin America and the Caribbean, 
but an incredible understanding of our situation from Africa 
and Asia. The millions of bibles that we are receiving today are 
coming mainly from the churches in South Korea. This is a 
vital part of the mission of the churches in Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and Cuba.
2. A very important key concept within the TTL document is 
“mission at the margins” of society. But, just where are those 
margins within the particular landscape that our pastors and 
1 Néstor Míguez, “Missional Formation for Transforming Discipleship”, paper 
presented in the 2nd WCC-CWME Consultation on Missional Formation: Together Towards 
Life: Implications for Mission Studies Curriculum, 10-15 Sept 2016, Matanzas, Cuba.
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lay leaders serve? Moreover, what types of skills are needed by 
these church members and leaders to do the mission at these 
margins? We need to enter to analyze the pedagogical concept 
of mission today. This was central to our experience in the 
two seminars between the Evangelical Theological Seminary 
in Cuba and the Theological Seminary of the Presbyterian 
Church in Louisville, Kentucky.
We always remember the words of Toyohiko Kagawa on his 
interpretation of the parable of the prodigal son when he 
affirms that God is always running from the center to the 
periphery. For more than three decades, we were in Cuba 
a remnant church, very few people in the pews of our local 
congregations. Now, since the end of the eighties until the 
present year 2017, we have more than 3000 to 5000 house 
churches and the missionary extension is now along the entire 
island.
3. A sentence in section 58, pg. 12 of the document has attracted 
our attention: “Mission is not a project of church growth, but 
the church’s project to be an incarnation of God’s salvation in 
the world, do we have today incarnational mission models that 
inspired us? Recently we celebrate in Havana 30 years of work 
of the Martin Luther King Center associate to the Baptist 
Church Ebenezer”. In 30 years of work, this church together 
with the Center transformed the community where they are 
situated with a program of popular education and a network 
of community leaders with deep social concerns and a living 
testimony of incarnational faith. Art, music, popular reading 
of the bible related to the experience and cultural contextual 
situation of the neighborhood produced the transformation.
Some years ago, the Cuban government approved pastors 
and lay leaders to officially visit prisons for spiritual support. 
A Baptist pastor, Francisco Rodés organized a movement of 
voluntary chaplains to respond to this mission call. Now, there 
are more than 300 Christian leaders (women and men) that 
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receive adequate formation from joining the movement but it 
is a different kind of visit, not only for evangelistic purposes 
but to work in a very interesting pedagogical way for the 
change and transformation of the people in prison and for 
the reincorporation of many of them to the society. They are 
developing a complete different methodological approach. 
Recently, Francisco Rodés and other Christian leaders were 
called from the military services to receive gratitude for the 
radical changes that they achieved in the lives of the people in 
prison. These are models of incarnational mission.
4. Our definition of the Missio Dei must always be that God 
sends us out to the road into a road with two-way traffic. This 
is a mission that is not anthropocentric, but biocentric. It is 
important to emphasize the theology of creation because we 
have been much affected by a constant emphasis being placed 
on a theology of sin and redemption. Several communities in 
Africa, Asia, the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean 
have beautiful concepts that describe the good transforming 
life we are talking about, because many of these communities 
are still living from and in an understanding of good and 
transforming life for all living things, the Earth, and beyond. 
Ubuntu from Africa is an expression of human relations lived 
in the community and in harmony with the whole creation 
(African anthropology and world view lived in community); 
there is no separation between culture and religion. In this 
world view, everyday things are an experience of the sacred. 
Sangsaeng is an ancient concept of Asia, “of a sharing 
community and economy, which allows them to flourish 
together”.  In Latin America, sumak kawsay is a concept that 
comes out of the world view of the indigenous peoples in 
Latin America about creation. It is an expression and praxis 
originating from the Quechua language of the Andes. Sumak 
means “fullness” and kawsay “life;” altogether meaning “well-
being,” “good living” or “integral quality of life for all”. Sumak 
kawsay is both, tradition and realization in a going project 
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pointing to a cosmic community. This community is built on 
the principles of diversity, reciprocity, solidarity, and equality. 
In regions other than Africa, Asia, and Latin America, there 
must be concepts equivalent to these, which need to be 
explored together.
5. The TTL document challenges us with the concept of “radical 
hospitality” (para. 47, p. 10) How could we practice it today 
with the present situation of migrants and refugees? Is this a 
mandate from God today for our nations and communities? 
Today, Missio Dei demands the call of hospitality. As Christians, 
how should we respond to God’s grace and generosity? By 
opening ourselves to others, we can find God in a new way 
(Heb. 13:2). Our willingness to accept the other in their 
otherness is the mark of true hospitality. In recent documents 
of the Lutheran World Federation, there is a very significant 
change of the word “hospitality.” The word that is used is 
conviviality which has a better meaning to interpret the art 
and practice of living together. Our faith in the Triune God, 
the God of diversity and unity, the God of Creation, who gives 
fulfillment, feeds and sustains us, helps us to be hospitable and 
open towards everybody. We have been given the generous 
hospitality of God’s love. We cannot act differently.
6. God’s Spirit can be found in all cultures that affirm life. We 
acknowledge that there is an inherent value and wisdom in 
diverse life-giving spiritualities. Therefore, authentic mission 
makes the other a partner in, not an object of the mission. 
Locally and globally, Christians must engage with people of 
other religions and cultures building societies of love, peace, 
and justice. The current religious pluralism, also called the 
interfaith context demands a dialogue of religions, not just to 
get doctrinal agreements or to establish a common form of 
worship,  but to discover the plurality in which God is manifest 
in history, the plurality of ways of salvation, the plurality of 
humankind to these manifestations.
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Our experiences in Cuba have been included in the program 
of Theological Education at the Evangelical Seminary of 
Theology in Matanzas, a course of Sciences of Religion 
in Havana, which at present has 120 students from various 
religions (there are 8 religions in Cuba and a Platform of 
Cuban Religions for Peace), as well as agnostic students 
and others with no religious affiliation of any kind. When 
Christian awareness is open to global awareness, a new type of 
sustainable theology can emerge. This new theology requires a 
new kind of theologian, men and women with a new type of 
multidimensional, transcultural, and trans-religious awareness.
7. The WCC document includes a very important aspect of the 
development of missiological trust for mission arising out of 
the local communities, and the need to recognize the wisdom 
of the local population. Local congregations are frontiers and 
primary agents of mission.
Evangelism is grounded in the life of the local church where 
worship (Leiturgia) is inextricably linked to witness (Martyria), 
service (Diakonia) and fellowship (Koinonia). (II Corinthians, 
chapters 8 and 9).
Recently in the most difficult economic time of my country 
Cuba (the so-called “special period” that began in the nineties), 
the National Association of Psychology organized a survey 
in Havana with the question; How can you survive in this 
difficult social and economic situation?  They were surprised 
when the answer of many persons was the support, love, and 
hope of my local congregation.
These local spaces are the privileged place of actions of the 
Missio Dei. The TTL document included a pneumatological 
focus on Christian mission. We love this affirmation because 
in Cuba we believe in the subversive actions of the Holy Spirit 
that surprise us in incredible ways, opening doors for the 
churches in difficult situations, helping us to use imagination 
and creativity to renew our liturgies, and to develop new ways 
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to do the mission and diaconal work of the churches for the 
well-being of Cuban society.
We agree with Néstor Míguez when he affirmed: “Coming 
to the present century, three major documents, representing 
different Christian traditions have brought again into 
considerations the centrality of mission for the theology and 
praxis of the Gospel faith. Together Towards Life (TTL) can 
be matched considering important differences and emphases, 
with the Pontifical Encyclical Evangelii Gaudium (EG), with 
the antecedent in the final document of the V CELAM 
meeting in Aparecida, Brazil, and the following Encyclical 
Laudate Si (LS)- and with the Cape Town Commitment 
(CTC) of the Lausanne Movement.2
Some important convergences in these three documents:
• Affirming life in all its fullness.
• Economy and economic practice are always a matter of faith 
as they touch the very core of God’s will for creation.
• The need to proclaim Jesus the Messiah and the Reign of 
God.
• The joy of the Gospel gives life.
• Discipleship and evangelization are keywords for all three 
documents.
• A pneumatological focus on Christian mission.
• Unity prevails over conflict. Ecumenism is an indispensable 
path to evangelization.
• For the church, the option for the poor is primarily a 
theological category rather than a sociological one.
• The mission is at the center and purpose of Christian existence.
• The church in each context is called to serve (Diakonia).
• Interreligious dialogue is a necessary condition for peace in 
the world.
• A new missionary paradigm is emerging to respond to the 
new era in the world and a new time in civilization.
2 Ibid, Néstor Míguez, “Missional Formation for Transforming Discipleship,” p. 2.
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• Healing is also one of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
12:9, Acts 3). The mission should foster the full participation 
of people with disabilities and illnesses in the life of the church 
and society.
• The mission involves deconstructive patriarchal ideologies, 
upholding the right to self-determination for indigenous 
peoples, and challenging the social embeddings of racism and 
casteism.
The mission is holistic and integral, because the Triune God has a mission of grace 
in relation with humanity and that mission is holistic and universal in salvation, 
restoration, liberation, healing, compassion, reconciliation.  God’s reign is that of 
life, love, justice, and peace.
To bring this reflection to a close, we want to point out that perhaps this is 
not the worst epoch of humanity, but without a doubt, it’s not the most brilliant. It 
is a time with its own difficulties, which are so particular they can’t be resolved with 
simple answers or recipes drawn from the past. It is also, however, “our epoch,” that 
in which we have been called upon to live because God willed it to be so, and in the 
midst of this epoch-not on the edges, but in the midst-is where we are summoned 
to share the good news and to act upon the words of the Gospel.
This prayer of Archbishop Arnulfo Romero, a Latin American martyr helps 
us to see that, “We are prophets and prophetesses of a future that is not our own.” 
We have to listen to the voice of God and the clamor of God’s people.
We have to open our hearts to respond to those who suffer.
To speak prophetical language to respond to those who suffer.
The hands to work for the poor and the needy.
The mind to reflect on the good news of the Gospel.
The will to respond to God’s call.
The spirit to wait for God in prayer, and to intercede for the church and   
 the world.
